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Baker & McKenzie Advises Mizuho Bank on its JPY 1 trillion bridge loan to 

finance SoftBank Group's acquisition of ARM Holdings 
 
Tokyo, Japan, 7 September 2016 – Baker & McKenzie (Gaikokuho Joint Enterprise) advised Mizuho Bank, 
Ltd. on its JPY 1 trillion bridge loan to finance part of SoftBank Group's GBP 23.4 billion acquisition of ARM 
Holdings PLC (ARM), the largest cross-border acquisition ever by a Japanese company.  The acquisition 
successfully closed on 5 September 2016, with ARM being delisted from the London Stock Exchange on 6 
September 2016. 
 
Shinichiro Kitamura and Gavin Raftery lead the Baker & McKenzie team and were assisted by fellow partners 
Kiyoshi Endo and Pierre Chiasson and associate Takuya Wada in Tokyo and partners Bernard Sharp and 
Robert Adam in London. 
 
"We are very honored to have assisted Mizuho on this landmark transaction for both Japan and the UK" noted 
Kitamura. 
 
Raftery added "The condensed timeframe on which this complex cross-border transaction was conducted 
once again demonstrates the strength and commerciality of Baker & McKenzie's global acquisition finance 
practice." 
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Representative Lawyers 
 

 

Shinichiro Kitamura 
Partner, Banking & Finance Group, Tokyo 
03 6271 9466 
shinichiro.kitamura@bakermckenzie.com 
 
Shinichiro Kitamura is a member of the Banking & Finance group in the Firm's Tokyo 
office. His practice focuses on the areas of acquisition finance, project finance, PFI, 
real estate finance, ship finance, other asset finance receivables and other 
securitization matters. His practice also covers syndicated loans, lease transactions, 
derivatives and other financial transactions, regulations and real estate transactions. 
 
 
Gavin Raftery 
Partner, Banking & Finance Group, Tokyo 
03 6271 9454 
gavin.raftery@bakermckenzie.com 

Gavin Raftery has extensive experience practicing finance law in Australia, the UK 
and Japan. He currently serves as Baker & McKenzie's Global Acquisition Finance 
Group Chair and is a member of the Firm's Global Banking & Finance Steering 
Committee, Asia Pacific Regional Banking & Finance Steering Committee and the 
Tokyo office's Management Committee. He also heads the Firm's FinTech group in 
Tokyo. Mr. Raftery has been listed as a leading lawyer for Banking and Finance in 
Japan by Chambers, IFLR and Legal 500. 

 

About Baker & McKenzie 

Founded in 1949, Baker & McKenzie advises many of the world’s most dynamic and successful business 
organizations through more than 13,000 people in 77 offices in 47 countries. The Firm is known for its global 
perspective, deep understanding of the local language and culture of business, uncompromising commitment 
to excellence, and world-class fluency in its client service. Global revenues for the fiscal year ended 30 June 
2016, were US$2.62 billion. Eduardo Leite is Chairman of the Executive Committee. 
(www.bakermckenzie.com) 
 

Baker & McKenzie (Gaikokuho Joint Enterprise), a fully integrated law firm, is one of the leading law firms in 
Japan, and offers a full range of cross-border and Japanese legal services.  As a member firm of Baker & 
McKenzie, the world’s leading international law firm, we are able to draw upon a network to provide high 
quality solution-oriented legal services through timely delivery. (www.bakermckenzie.co.jp) 
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Baker & McKenzie (Gaikokuho Joint Enterprise) is a member firm of Baker & McKenzie International, a Swiss Verein with 
member law firms around the world. In Japan, the services of Baker & McKenzie (Gaikokuho Joint Enterprise) and the 
other member firms of Baker & McKenzie International are provided through Baker & McKenzie LPC. In accordance with 
the common terminology used in professional service organizations, reference to a “partner” means a person who is a 
partner, or equivalent, in such a law firm. Similarly, reference to an “office” means an office of any such law firm. 

mailto:shinichiro.kitamura@bakermckenzie.com
mailto:gavin.raftery@bakermckenzie.com
http://www.bakermckenzie.co.jp/
https://twitter.com/bakermckenzie
https://www.linkedin.com/company/baker-&-mckenzie
https://www.facebook.com/officialbakermckenzie

